" ADJOURNED * SINE DIE ' "
GANDHIJI ADDRESSES PRESS
On September 28 Malwlvna Gandhi held a Press conference
attended by about 40 Indian and foreign journalists. He read the
following statement:                                                                 .........
"It is a matter of deep regret that we two could not reach an
agreement. But there is no cause for disappointment. The break-
down is only so called1. It is an adjournment sine die. Each o'ne of
us must now talk to the public and put our viewpoints before them.
If we do so dispassionately and1 if the public co-operate, we may
reach a solution of the seemingly insoluble at an early date. My
experience of the precious three weeks confirms me in the view thai
the presence of the third power hinders the solution. A mind enslaved
cannot act as if it was free. I Deed 'net impute base motives to the
Rulers to prove what seems to me to be an axiomatic truth. Neverth*'
less, I am going to continue to work for the solution as: I have been
daring these three weeks. The questions for consideration, are simple.
Has the Rajaji formula or mine made a reasonable approach to the
Lahore resolution? If they or either of them is such an approach
all parties and especially the members of the Muslim League* shou*&
ask the Qaid-i-Azam to revise his opinion. If Rajaji and I have
stultified the Lahore resolution we should be educated. The chief
thing is- for the Press and' the (public to avoid partisanship and
bitterness."
" I shall act as my inner voice tells me/' replied Mahatma Gandhi
to a question on his future plans, whether he proposed to concentrai
on a Hindu-Muslim settlement or take up political work, seeking
imprisonment if necessary.
Asked! how far the offer he had ma-de had conceded the demand
made in the Lahore resolution of the League, Mahatma Gandhi'
emphasized that the Rajaji formula or the formula that he presented
conceded the substance of the League demand.
" In my opinion, either formula gives1 as much as can reasonably"
be expected with due regard to the interests of the whole of India,"
'he said.
In- answer to a question whether his offer was to be treated now
as withdrawn, he said that so far as he was concerned the offer he
had made stood. It was not made in any bargaining spirit.
" I think/' -he said1, " it is a just solution of the problem and